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Resumo

O Brasil foi o primeiro país na America Latina, e o vigesimo sexto no mundo a

permitir, com restriçoes, o estudo e pesquisa com celulas-tronco embrionárias. A

decisao resultou de fortes embates no Congresso e Judiciário nacionais entre

grupo de cientistas e a bancada religiosa catolica e evangelica. O Supremo

Tribunal Federal (STF) pela primeira vez em 178 anos de existencia realizou

audiencia pública para ouvir os dois lados da questao a respeito da viabilidade

das pesquisas. Investigar de que forma o Judiciário brasileiro tornou-se palco para

o debate e seu papel na dinamica do conflito, bem como, analisar o processo de

mobilizaçao de cientistas e religiosos dentro e fora do STF sao pretensoes da

presente dissertaçao de mestrado. Analise similar e feita para compreender

convergencias e especificidades do caso portugues acerca da mesma questao.

Ou seja, tem-se por tarefa investigar de que forma o judiciário, tanto no contexto

brasileiro, quanto no contexto portugues, tornou-se palco para o debate dos

agentes em conflito envolvidos na questao da liberaçao do uso de celulas

estaminais embrionárias para fins de pesquisa, bem como, averiguar e analisar

quais foram as estrategias de mobilizaçao legal adotadas, levando tambem em

consideraçao a politizaçao da ciencia e da religiao ocorrida dado o contexto. A

pesquisa e baseada no levantamento de informaçoes em jornais e revistas de

circulaçao nacional e nos registros (audiovisual e textual) da audiencia pública

realizada no Supremo Tribunal Federal, para o caso brasileiro. Para o estudo de

caso portugues,  foram feitas pesquisas em jornais e revistas de circulaçao

nacional, bem como, analise dos pareceres dos representantes dos orgaos

responsáveis pelas deliberaçoes tanto no ambito nacional, quanto da Uniao

Europeia. 

Palavras-chave: Celulas estaminais embrionárias. Celulas-tronco embrionárias.

Mobilizaçao Legal. Bioetica. Lei de Biossegurança. 
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Abstract 

Brazil was the first country in Latin America, and twenty-sixth in the world to allow,

with restrictions, study and research with embryonic stem cells. The decision was

a result of strong debates that took place in the national Congress and Judiciary

between groups of scientists and the Catholic and Evangelical religious bench.

The Supreme Court, for the first time in its 178 years of existence, held a public

hearing to appreciate both sides of the issue regarding the feasibility of the

researches. 

Investigate how the Brazilian Judiciary has become the stage for the debate and

its role in the dynamics of the conflict, and analyze the process of mobilization of

scientists and religious groups in and out of the Supreme Court, are the aims of

this Masters dissertation. 

Similar analysis is done to understand convergences and specificities of the

Portuguese case on the same issue. That is, the task is to investigate how the

Judiciary, both in Brazilian and Portuguese context, became the stage for the

discussion of the agents in conflict involved in the issue of release of the use of

embryonic stem cells for research purposes, as well as investigate and analyze

what were the legal mobilization strategies adopted, also taking into account the

politicization of science and religion occurred given the context. The research is

based on information found on newspapers and national circulation magazines

and records (visual and textual) of the public hearing held in the Supreme Court,

for the Brazilian case. For the Portuguese case study, research was done in

newspapers and national circulation magazines, as well as analysis of the

opinions of the representatives of bodies responsible for deliberations at national

level, and in the European Union.

Keywords: Embryonic Stem Cells. Legal Mobilization. Bioethics. Biosecurity Law.
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